
       International School Network

Increase the Literacy Rate

The International School Network will be taking on a project that aims to increase
the literacy rates of children in developing countries through the means of

teaching across borders. We have derived that the most important step towards
world peace would be to raise the implementation of elementary education for

increasing future opportunities for children, and to facilitate more communication
between children from different cultures in order to promote understanding and
friendship from a young age. To realize this, our project proposes children in
developed countries to teach children in developing countries through online
communication as a part of their educational curriculum. We hope you can

cooperate with us on this new project and journey.
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Illiteracy causes a vicious cycle of poverty
and hinders the improvement of the
standards of living of the people.

Inability to read and write → Insufficient
knowledge and skill for production (such
as of agriculture) → Low productivity and
henceforth low income → Unhealthy
population with sicknesses that are
expensive to treat → Lack of money for
education → Inability to read and write

For instance, devastating cases of illiteracy
troubles have been recorded in Cambodia,
where families sign contracts that they are
unable to read. They may be tricked into
giving up their land or even their children.

1. 字が読めないことからくる現実

When observing world literacy rate
statistics by area, it is clear that countries in
Africa tend to have an overall low literacy
rate. Furthermore, within Asia countries, a
relatively lower rate can be seen in
Afghanistan.

If a population cannot read and write sufficiently, then
information could not be gathered and shared
accurately. Decisions on paper would not be
accessible to the public, so citizens may experience
restricted social rights. Lower literacy rates are
therefore disadvantageous for the development of
countries and regions.

Please do not worry about 
anything; give us your 
signature.

Please let go 
of my child!

My land has been taken 
away from me!



His hand was cut because his parents believed he could get more
donations through sympathy.

2. 一生懸命生きている子供たち

There are children who earn money from peeling coconuts or making bricks on mountains under harsh
conditions.

There are children who are earning a low
daily income under unsatisfactory working
conditions for their families. Children who
do not work outside may also be occupied
with vigorous housework.

Furthermore, children who have no work to do may just sit on the roadsides, begging for money or finding
means to obtain resources themselves. Such children may be abandoned by their parents, and can be picked up
by street gangs.

There may also be cases in which children enter dangerous areas
because they cannot read warning signs. This may cause serious
injuries or even death.

Please give me money. I cannot 
work because my wrist was cut off.

When I tried to take a short cut, I touched a landmine. 
This would not have happened if I could read the sign.



I cannot choose appropriate medication
unless I can read.

According to UNICEF’s The State of the World's Children reports (2016), when mothers are
unable to read and write, the infant mortality rate lowers to less than 5 years.

3. 字が読めると読めないということ

Similarly, even if Youth Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers spend years teaching agricultural
production to local farmers, if the farmers have a low
literacy rate, manuals cannot be read and such efforts
will become obsolete through time. Farmers, in order
to increase their productivity, must be able to read
manuals that concern fertilizer formulation, irrigation,
harvesting, and handling natural disasters or diseases.
With the passage of time, if there is misuse or
misunderstandings of agricultural processes or
chemical management, then the cycle of agricultural
production would be interrupted.

Even if the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers prepare wells, factories, or other facilities in
developing countries, workers must be literate so that the locals can undergo maintenance
according to manuals and respond correspondingly to any failures.

I wonder which one 
is milk.

I wonder what is 
written on the 
document.

Is this my medicine?

I do not know what to do.



4. アフリカに一部残る現状

Some anti-government organizations may not just fight against
the government but instead shift their focus on power expansion.
Such groups can brainwash children who do not know any better.
The organizations can turn into terrorist groups who attack
villages and turn children into soldiers.

In such way, children who are not involved in work or
studies may resort to becoming soldiers. Many
children join the army in order to eat, and may start to
participate in conflicts that incite religious or racial
prejudices.

The young who have not received adequate education are unable
to get jobs. They can cause riots and other acts of violence,
resulting in an insecure and unstable community. Such
occurrences may be blamed on the government, and can
strengthen government oppositions.

My parents were killed. However, I 
learned to use weapons and became a 
fine soldier. Although I am alone, I can 
feel safe without trouble finding food or 
being attacked.

I was taught how to shoot weapons like this 
rocket launcher.



In the Convention on the Status of Refugees of 1951, refugees were defined as those who had been
persecuted from their home countries because of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or belonging to
a particular social group. People escaped to other countries in search for human rights and equal treatment.
Today, in addition to political persecution, refugees are defined as those who have crossed their borders to
seek refuge in other countries to evade armed conflicts and violations of human rights. Furthermore, there
has recently been a new classification for internally dispatched people as refugees; those who have fled from
their houses due to conflicts yet stayed within their national borders.

5. 母国の辛い現状

Organizations such as UNHCR are assisting refugees through the provision
of residence facilities (camps), supplies, medicine, and other aspects that
meet the refugees’ needs. For instance, refugees who have escaped
persecution and the dangers of life by crossing borders may stay at camps,
for guaranteed safety, shelter, food, water, medicine, and other living
supplies such as clothing.

When we met the former UN Refugee Commissioner Dr.
Sadako Ogata, we explained to her about our project and
about increasing the literacy rate for refugee children.
We would like to pay tribute to her many great
achievements. We hope that she rests in peace.

A high wall was suddenly built, separating us 
from our house. Our home and land for 
cultivation are lost.

My family did not deserve to be bombed. 
This little girl lost her life before she could 
go to school.

I don't know anything, 
please do not shoot me.I lost my parents, so I must live 

strong for my little brother.



6. 母国を追われる難民
In the Convention on the Status of Refugees of 1951, refugees were defined as those who had been
persecuted from their home countries because of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or belonging to
a particular social group. People escaped to other countries in search for human rights and equal treatment.
Today, in addition to political persecution, refugees are defined as those who have crossed their borders to
seek refuge in other countries to evade armed conflicts and violations of human rights. Furthermore, there
has recently been a new classification for internally dispatched people as refugees; those who have fled from
their houses due to conflicts yet stayed within their national borders.

Organizations such as UNHCR are assisting refugees through the provision of residence facilities (camps),
supplies, medicine, and other aspects that meet the refugees’ needs. For instance, refugees who have
escaped persecution and the dangers of life by crossing borders may stay at camps, for guaranteed safety,
shelter, food, water, medicine, and other living supplies such as clothing.

I cannot disclose where we are headed, but 
you must take this ride. The journey will be 
about 10 hours long.

I want to 
use the 
restroom.

Wear the life-saving clothes, and get 
on the boat quickly. Make sure to 
pierce the boat upon arrival so we 
cannot go home.

We can't see the 
boat we left with. I 
wonder if it sunk...

I'm so cold and hungry. I want 
something to eat.

You must 
stay and do 
what you 
need to here.

It is so hot and 
it smells. I want 
to get some 
fresh air.



7. 赴任された先生のご苦労

There are many young people in first world countries who wish to
contribute to ameliorating the educational system in developing
countries. However, they are unable to visit such places without
security risks.

I am going to help educate the 
children in this village.

I wish I hadn't eaten the fish . 
My body is not adapted to 
such diet. 

I am scared that whenever I get home late, 
someone is watching me from behind.

My computer and clothes have been 
stolen, even though I had my keys 
with me.

I cannot stay here 
any longer.

I was bit by an insect and now 
I do not feel well.



8. ボランティアの方々のご苦労

Many of those who help educate children in developing
countries tend to be young volunteers from universities, or
volunteers who have time on their hands upon retiring from
their jobs. However, especially in the case for young volunteers,
volunteer activities may be stopped due to restrictions in budget
or time. Many young volunteers retreat from the local schools as
they devote to their career paths back in their home countries.

There exist various nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) who support the
education of children in developing
countries. There are also individuals who are
contributing towards such goal, without
belonging to any organization. Such
volunteers are earning their own expenses
for their travels, stay, and communication.
They travel to teach from generosity as they
sympathize with the harsh conditions and
lack of education children in developing
countries are receiving.

I am working hard to earn money for my 
airplane fee, hotel fee, and food expenses in 
order to volunteer overseas.

Nice to meet you. Let's study together!

I can no longer teach you because I 
have no money. I must return home.



9. 学校に通うだけでも大変な道のり
For reasons such as poverty, discrimination, insecurity and conflict, there are innumerable children who are
unable to receive education. For instance, there may be schools and families that culturally emphasize the
education of boys rather than girls. There have been many reported cases of schools without adequate toilets
and related facilities for girls. Many families may also have the preconceived notion that there is no need for
females to receive a proper education. Furthermore, despite elementary schools being accessible free of
charge, there are situations in which children who live far away cannot attend schools without the hardships of
transportation, security, and time. Moreover, many schools conduct their classes only in official languages,
which exclude children who can only speak languages of ethnic minorities. Similarly, there may be a shortage
of teachers who can teach in the language of ethnic minorities.

There are still children to this day who must cross
rivers to get to school. Without a bridge, children
must cross rivers by clutching on a rope.　Such a
dangerous task can risk injuries and even lives.
Some children may use large tubes from cars as
boats to cross the river along its flow.

The government has promised us 
to build a bridge yet this is still the 
only way we can get to school.

Swim straight and don't 
let the river flow take 
you away.

Take balance and
hold on tight so you 
do not fall.

My school is located next to wildlife. I must 
be careful not to encounter dangerous wild 
animals.

I must head to school whilst paying attention not to 
fall off a steep cliff, or get hurt when the weather 
is unfavorable.



10. 顔をお互いに見ながら授業を受ける

With the help of the teacher, the children who are teaching can also participate and learn from the
children from other cultures across the screen. Both parties can not only learn about other
countries but also gain friendships and obtain valuable communications skills.

Thank you for 
connecting with us 
today!

Let 's review our 
previous lesson.

Are all of my friends doing well? 
Let's start studying!

Water is spelled "w a t e r".

Let's also learn about the 
properties of water!



11. アフリカのSNS授業風景

Children of developing areas who receive stationery
from developed nations can pursue in their studies
taught through the internet. Then, this education can
secure their future.

Even in remote areas, it is possible to secure electricity through wind and solar power generation. Through the
internet, children from other nations can connect with children in remote areas to teach.

Learning can help us work at jobs that pay 
well and I can support my family.

They are enjoying their studies. We want to 
join too!

Don't just observe; you can join them!



12.難民の子供たちにSNS授業

It is very important that refugee children
can focus on receiving an adequate level of
education. Schools have been established
in refugee camps, at least throughout the
primary school level.
However, it is the case that such
educational activities have only been
started three to six months after the refugee
crisis.
Education is what cultivates the abilities of
children who have endured the hardships
of refuge, and their hopes for the future.
UNHCR helps children receive secondary
education as well as primary education. We
hope that the International School Network
can help resolve the shortage of teachers
and educational systems for children in
such areas. This project aims to prepare
classes to be undergone at any location in a
quick manner. In addition to literacy
improvement, we hope to contribute to the
provision of general education.

Through the Internet, lessons can be taught anywhere.

We are planning to utilize facilities of refugee camps
to teach lessons through the internet. Refugee camps
have secure infrastructure, including electricity and
shelter. In remote areas around the world, there may
be villages without wifi connection, but in refugee
camps, these facilities are already built.

Today's lesson is English. English is a 
very useful language for your future. 
Tomorrow we will study in Arabic.

Today's lesson is Arabic. It is very important for 
communicating within the country, and with 
your family.



13. 各地からのリーダー育成

Overseas boarding schools are schools with dormitories that teach secondary
education. In Western countries, many children from upper-class families leave
their parents to study at boarding schools. Boarding schools originated in the
United Kingdom, with many of the original public boarding schools fostering
students entering Oxford University and Cambridge University. From around the
1700s, boarding schools spread to other countries including the United States,
Canada, and Australia. In addition to academics, boarding schools now provide
experiences including sports, art, and local volunteer activities. Teachers and their
families often live on the same premises and support student life 24 hours per day.
Living in a society away from their parents, students are trained both mentally and
physically, and they are taught and instructed on activities involving daily life.
There are also many boarding schools in Switzerland, with international student
bodies. In Geneva, the location of many headquarters of international
organizations, there are many students in the boarding schools who are related to
ambassadors and officials from international institutions.

In relation to our project, it is important to consider who will run the technical facilities in areas where
teachers cannot be dispatched. A student leader can be chosen from each region of the target lessons and be
invited to other nations for training for a few months. When the student leaders return, they would be able to
help teach and lead the children in the local regions.

At the training, the student leaders should
be familiarized with the alphabet and
numbers first. Then the children would
learn useful computer commands and the
basic operations of a computer, based on
their skills and needs.

Let's study firmly here in order to 
meet the village's expectations. I 
hope everyone can be friends.

If there is something you do not 
understand, you may listen as many 
times as you want. 



UNICEF’s The State of the World's Children reports (2016) have published statistics that prove that higher
female literacy rates correspond to higher school enrollment rates of girls. Similarly, there are correlations
between higher adult literacy rates and higher proportions of children enrolled in schools until the fifth grade
of elementary education. Furthermore, countries with high literacy rates tend to have high life expectancy, per
capita income, and agricultural productivity. It is also said that one trillion yen of assistance is needed
annually for everyone in the world to be able to read and write. However, in reality, less than half of that –
only 460 billion yen – is used to support the educational field worldwide. If countries collectively paid for
educational provision worldwide, then relative to income, Japan would spend 130 billion yen on education.
However, Japan's current amount of aid towards education is only 30 billion yen.

Education is a powerful tool in life that opens up opportunities,
dreams, and motivation for children.

By being able to read the prescription,
one can be sure that they are taking
the correct medicine.

14. 字が読めることで夢が持てる

Similarly, even without a teacher to read for the
children, the books in a library built by various
organizations can be read and appreciated to a
wider range of local people through the provision
of literacy.

With an increase in literacy rates for all, a sound
foundation can be made for teaching; teachers who
teach in developing countries as volunteers would
be able to contribute to sustainable results. For
instance, even after agricultural volunteers return
home, through literacy and manuals, the local
people can learn technical knowledge that would
allow for a higher level of understanding.

We are cultivating according to the manual, so 
we can harvest properly. Even if you do not have a teacher anymore, 

you will be able to read it yourself.

I will become a teacher 
for my people. I want to 
teach what I've learned.

I will not let my brothers and 
sisters get sick. I will study hard 
and become a good doctor.

I can tell what this medicine is, 
and when to drink it. Therefore, I 
know I will get better soon.



We have been asking for opinions from ambassadors of many countries and directors of UN
institutions in advancing with this project.

15. 大使に説明、ご協力をお願い

The following page showcases our efforts in introducing this project to various representatives. We have
received constructive advice and cooperation. We would like to continue asking for cooperation, and to meet
with various people.   Page27-40

To increase participating countries in our project we hope to
receive support from ambassadors. We are also aiming to speak
out to presidents or prime ministers for any cooperation. Our
members can visit countries in order to explain and move this
project forward. Within Japan as well, we hope to speak out to
national representatives and officials from related departments
who come to Japan.

We are thinking about a project 
that helps raise literacy rates for 
world peace. Do you have any 
good ideas?

That is a nice project. Let's 
think about it together.

Thank you!



By dividing the International School Network into branches for various universities and high schools, we
hope to create an activity that involves a diverse student body.

16. 支援国・救済国大使、関係国連機関会合

Discussions for literacy rate amelioration:

Through our network we would
like young thinkers to come
together to discuss ideas and
solutions for improving the
literacy rates in different
countries, and to deepen their
understandings on the reality of
such global issues.

We are planning to hold a discussion on this project at a university auditorium with ambassadors of countries
that can participate in our project; both as target and helping countries. We are also hoping to invite
representatives of international organizations and related ministries and agencies to the panel. So far, as
Africa is one of our tentative target areas for this project, we have explained our plans to the Ambassadors of
Malawi, Lesotho, Zambia, Cameroon, Ghana, and Madagascar.

We are participating in a 
project that aims to raise 
literacy rates. Are you 
interested?

I think that improving the literacy 
rate is important for protecting the 
rights of children and realizing 
world peace.

When considering the 
installation of software 
in schools where 
children are teaching,
from where should we 
obtain funds? Also, how 
should such classes be 
managed?

It is important to cooperate with schools and various organizations. Let's make student groups to 
discuss this project.



17. 議会で識字率向上のための関連法案可決依頼

It should also be explained to politicians
that such decision to implement this project
would be a very large achievement.

Since our project to help raise literacy rates has a
positive effect for all, we hope that many votes can be
collected. We hope that the media can also emphasize
and inform the public about our project.

In the economic sense, by contributing to the increase in literacy rates of other nations, we can
contribute to the improvement of the quality of labor of the country and hence enrich productivity.
Moreover, such support across countries is not only important for the basis of increasing literacy but
also for ameliorating relations and communication. Countries who support each other can gain
friendly relations which is helpful in various aspects, including that of economic and cultural
enhancement and exchanges. Helping other nations improve their literacy rates can therefore lead to a
more peaceful world, as countries can gain stability and a more solid administration, and countries, as
friends, can face international problems in a more peaceful manner.

We aim to make speeches at National Diets so that the contents of the project will be 
understood and heard. Furthermore, We hope to designate the program for literacy 
improvement as a part of the educational curriculum in various countries.

Thank you for 
your support.



Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and quality education for
all and promote lifelong learning

18. 国連の取り組みを学ぶ

"Obtaining a quality education is the foundation to improving people’s lives
and sustainable development. Major progress has been made towards
increasing access to education at all levels and increasing enrolment rates in
schools particularly for women and girls. Basic literacy skills have improved
tremendously, yet bolder efforts are needed to make even greater strides for
achieving universal education goals. For example, the world has achieved
equality in primary education between girls and boys, but few countries have
achieved that target at all levels of education."

The importance of literacy is greatly emphasized in the SDGs (Sustainable
Development Goals) adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. The
SDG of Quality Education focuses on measuring literacy proficiency rather
than the distinguishment of whether one can read and write letters. However,
depending on the country it is difficult to measure and obtain accurate data
on the levels of literacy and proficiency. Nevertheless, data has proven that
the literacy rates of women and the poor are particularly lower than those of
men, and the wealthy or middle class. It is often the case that even if a
program to raise the literacy rate is implemented in a nation, only men and
the wealthy are able to participate. In order for people around the world to
achieve literacy by 2030, as is aspired by the SDGs, it is necessary to
develop means for international literacy evaluation methods and to acquire
monitoring ability so that each country can efficiently and accurately manage
data.

We hope to address speeches on our literacy rate improvement 
project to the UN General Assembly. We wish to build strong 
connections and find out where we can obtain resources and 
other forms of support.



19. メーカーへ協力依頼交渉
We will ask manufacturers for information on the children who live in poor regions, and for
cooperation on arranging facilities in such environments so that social networking can be
undertaken.

Since we still do not have funds, we would appreciate
cooperation. Our network will credit and acknowledge all
manufacturers who have cooperated with our project, such as by
introducing their logos on physical equipment as well as on our
website, newspaper, and other forms of media.

We will use any cooperation received responsively under strict conditions upon discussion.
Nevertheless, we still have a lack of knowledge of this field of technicalities, so we hope to
receive consultation from manufacturers and professionals for information including aspects of
standards, compatibility, and durability.

We would like to help 
children to learn to read 
and write.

I will cooperate 
as much as I can.

I hope the machines 
will withstand harsh 
weather conditions 
like heavy rain and 
sand storms.

Our various improvements will 
make the turbine sturdy and long-
lasting.



20. 警察や軍隊の力を貸してください

Urbanization occurs in any country, as many people from rural areas migrate to urban areas seeking jobs.
However, it is not always easy to find a high paying job in the cities, especially for those who grew up in rural
areas and did not go through proper education or skill training. Those with low income may resort to crimes,
and the security of the society will deteriorate. Consequently, due to the low public security, large companies
in the city may move away. A vicious circle will therefore continue, worsening the financial and societal
situations of the city. The poverty cycle will keep increasing the number of the unemployed and the number of
criminal activity in the cities, while deteriorating the employment situation and scarcity of supplies in the rural
areas as well.

If equipment is installed in unwealthy areas then, the probability of it getting stolen is high. We must borrow
the power of authorities such as the police and military in carrying equipment to the sites of installation. In
areas with poor security, we must consider creating classrooms on the grounds of police stations or military
bases.

Through such provision of equipment, children in cities may teach children in the rural areas. It is important
that the project aims to raise the literacy level of the whole country.

Local police or military must be relied on
for the transportation of resources in areas
without sound public safety. Also, the
location of installment should close by to
the police office or army site. It is
important to ensure that the equipment
cannot be stolen, and that the environment
of the classes is safe.

Thank you for transporting 
equipment in areas of low security.



Japan relies on imports for more than 90% of its energy. This means that without energy imports, vehicles
and electric machinery cannot be operated in the country. Despite Japan making efforts to increase the
proportion of natural renewable energy resources, problems concerning costs, time, and place have restricted
such smooth progress.

Moreover, the domestic production of "beef, pork, chicken", "chicken eggs", and "dairy products" utilize
imported primary products. To feed such domestically produced animals, grain is imported at a rate of 74%.
It is delivered from foreign countries to Japanese livestock farmers by various trading companies.

The Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, 2011 has made a major impact on Japan's energy policy.
Until 2010, the self-sufficiency rate of the nation's energy resources was nearly 20% because Japan
generated nuclear power, but now this statistic has declined to only 6% because of the abolishment of
nuclear power plants.

Japan embarked trade with developed countries during the Meiji Restoration. Japan was able to recover from
the Second World War thanks to the assistance from countries all over the world. Japan receives and
provides assistance every time a major natural disaster such as the Tohoku earthquake occurs. Furthermore,
since food and energy sources are very dependent on world matters, it is naturally an obligation for all
countries to support others. In the globalized world we live in today, we cannot live without each other.
Currently, Japan is contributing through programs such as Peace Keeping Operations (PKO), Official
Development Assistance (ODA), and disaster relief squad dispatch. Our project for literacy improvement
aims to be one of such contributions, done through the means of software.

21. 海外に依存されている日本経済

Hydropower
generation

Geothermal power generation Solar power Wind-power generation

Most of the energy in Japan is imported by oil and gas tankers.

Japan relies on imports from overseas: 94% for energy and 61% for food (calorie base).

Most of the food I eat 
are imported products.



Scene of Japan's reconstruction from the Great East
Japan Earthquake. New heights are being built to
withstand the tsunami.

22. 東日本大震災からの復興

Minister Hiromichi Watanabe
Interview at the Reconstruction Agency

In December 2018, the International School Network visited the Reconstruction Agency of Japan to interview
the Minister, Mr. Hiromichi Watanabe. The Minister left us messages for Ambassadors in Japan, conveying
his appreciation for the foreign support Japan received at the hard time. Mr. Watanabe also aspires to show
the world Japan's improving state of reconstruction since the Great Tohoku Earthquake of 2011.

It is alright. You 
will get better.

Please hang in there. I will save you.

Through the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Minister Watanabe aspires 
for foreign visitors, participants, and supporters to see Japan and 
its recovery. The Reconstruction Agency, which was originally 
planned to continue until 2021, announced its continuation until 
2031.

Olympics 2020 stadium, built by natural wood.



23. ハード面での国際貢献
Natural disasters (such as floods, cyclones, typhoons, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and infectious diseases)
and artificial disasters (such as explosions of oil and gas tanks and human-caused fires), are dealt with by the
dispatch of Japan's international emergency relief team and their emergency relief supplies. Similarly, such
activities are undergone by the United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping Operation (PKO), the Self-Defense Force
(SDF), police officers, and other civilians.

The UN PKO have been practiced by the UN to maintain peace in areas of conflict. They stand among the
conflicting parties and monitor activities such as ceasefire and withdrawal of militaries, and undergo activities
aimed to settle disputes through dialogue. However many international conflicts have recently become more
complicated, with mixed domestic and international issues. The task of the UN PKO has therefore diversified.

The international community has great expectations for Japan in regard to the dispatchment of backward
support forces, police officers and female personnel, and the provision of equipment in areas of high expertise
such as aviation and medical care.

Peaceful and stable international
environments must be secured and
confirmed for reliability and safety. As a
responsible promoter of international peace
and stability, Japan actively contributes to
the peace and stability of the world through
the UN PKO.

It is alright. You 
will get better.

Please hang in there. I will save you.



24 活動資金の寄付をお願いする
We would like to participate in various events such as school festivals and charity bazaars to spread
awareness of our activities and collect donations. Similarly, we hope to visit volunteer organizations and
cooperate with them. Please invite us to explain our project.

International School Networkに協力していただいている団体紹介
Organizations Supporting Our Network

We are also looking for groups or individuals who would like to work with us along our
journey. Please contact us!



In Japan, the Heian era (794) was when literacy for the common people had started. Japanese people learnt to
calculate in temples, and by the Edo Period (1690), more than 10,000 of such temple huts were established in
rural areas throughout the country.

25. 日本の伝統文化を生かした国際貢献

The literacy rate in Japan during the 18th century
exceeded 90 percent; almost any Japanese citizen was
able to read and write. Literacy has therefore been a
traditional value and skill of the Japanese. As an
organization based in Japan ourselves, we find that
spreading literacy to the world is within our duties and
inclination.

The children illustrated in pictures of such educational institutions (Terakoya) during the time are depicted to
be smiling and learning happily. We can see that such a positive attitude towards education is not different
from that of children of the modern day.



An official language refers to the language used in a public place within a group or community, such as by a
country or state. Obligations to use official languages are imposed by public agencies, especially for official
documentation. The International School Network will therefore focus on helping people to read and write
their nation's official languages. For example, we will not force learning Japanese on people of other
nationalities but will contribute to the goal of improving the literacy by connecting those who speak the same
official language. We hope to work as "Kuroko" - an important backstage position.

"Kuroko", which translates to "black clothes," play various
important roles backstage in Japanese performances. Their main
jobs are to move and clean up props, help change clothes, and
facilitate the actors' task. To avoid interfering with the
performance, the "Kuroko" will make sure not to stand out on
stage by working quickly and quietly, hiding behind the actors
and stage equipment such as screens. The kuroko do not
necessarily always wear black; for instance, in certain scenes
such as of snow or the sea, they may blend in by wearing white or
light blue costumes. The kuroko are therefore a significant part of
any Japanese stage, working diligently and smoothly with the
performers so the performance will run smoothly.

26. 「黒子」として世界平和に貢献



The Apostolic Nuncio, Embassy of Vatican City
H.E. Archbishop Mr. Joseph Chennoth expressed his support for our project and emphasized the importance
for children to teach each other and to communicate across cultures from a young age. He explained that
children from different cultures can learn from each other about diversity and acceptance.

Embassy of Colombia Ambassador,
His Excellency Dr. Gabriel Duque was very intrigued in our endeavors and expressed his wishes for our
project's success.

Embassy of the Republic of Singapore Ambassador,
His Excellency Mr. Lui Tuck Yew showed his support for our project and objective of educating children
across borders.



International Criminal Court Judge
Ms. Tomoko Akane commented that she was very impressed and glad that the young generation is working
on initiatives that help children in need. She emphasized that education is very important for peace by
introducing an anecdote of an international judicial case that she had once worked on. She explained that the
case concerned children who were led into acts of violence because they joined the military instead of
enrolling in schools. Ms. Akane hopes that through the project in raising the literacy rate, such children can
gain more opportunities.

Belgium
H.E. Mr. Gunther Sleeuwagen expressed his support for our project. He explained to us that he hopes
children in Belgium can participate in the project, especially through the official languages of the nation.

Italy
H.E. Mr. Giorgio Starace expressed his hope for children from Italy to participate in this project and his
support for our efforts in our pursuits.



Palestine
H.E. Mr. Waleed A. Siam expressed his elevated hope for world peace upon hearing about our project. He
believes that it is important for the young generation to run such initiatives that help one other. As a way for
us to contribute as students to the refugee children in Palestine, H.E. Mr. Siam connected us with United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), as the first step towards understanding
the logistics of what can be done in Palestine and its current refugee situation.

Poland
H.E. Mr. Cyryl Kozaczewski was very supportive with the initiative for the literacy rate project and he
expressed his hope for the children of Poland to be able to take part and participate in the cross-culture
teaching.

Moldova
H.E. Dr. Vasile Bumacov expressed to us his interested in our project, and agreed that education is important
for the stabilization and harmony of a nation. He expressed his hopes for us to succeed in this project and to
participate.



British Political Counsellor
Mr. Matthew Phillips was very supportive with our project and expressed that securing and improving
education is the key to increasing stability in a nation.

United Arab Emirates (UAE)
H.E. Mr. Khaled Omran Alameri read our project design very thoroughly and expressed to us his kind support
and aspirations for our project. He commented that he hopes children in UAE can participate, especially those
from elementary and secondary schools. He explained that because UAE was under British control, students
in UAE can participate in English as well as Arabic. H.E. Mr. Alameri agreed that as the target countries for
raising the literacy rate, African countries would be a great place to start because many of the developing
countries have great potential. H.E. Mr. Alameri expressed his willingness to help us along the way in our
endeavors for this project.

Tajikistan
H.E. Dr. Hamrokhon Zarifi thanked us for introducing our project and expressed his support for us along the
way. He noted that the act that the project is carried out by young students elevates its meaningfulness.



Malawi
H.E. Grenenger K. M. Banda commented that he agrees with the focus of our project, and that the literacy
rate and educational opportunities for all is very important, especially for the development of a nation. He
hopes that the students of Malawi can take part in this project and expressed his willingness to connect us to
the Ministers of Education in Malawi, or to ask for support from private schools. He expressed that he hopes
this initiative can benefit the children of Malawi.

Cameroon
H.E. Mr. Pierre Ndxengue expressed his deep interest in our project. He noted that because Cameroon is a
very diverse country, he hopes that students from Cameroon can be represented from different regions to
showcase the true diversity of the nation. He hopes that new connections can be fostered between children
from Cameroon with those from other countries through our project.

Mexico
H.E. Mr. Carlos Almada displayed his support for our project when we explained our objectives. He
commented that education is the key to solving any issues relating to the country and society, and that it is the
right and duty of any human as a productive member of the society. He expressed that it is unfortunate that
too many children do not have the opportunity to receive education. He believes the education for all is an
important mission.



Ghana
H.E. Mr. Frank Okyere expressed to us that he believes our project is a good idea and that he hopes to support
us along the way. He hopes that students from Ghana can communicate with students from around the world,
such as those from Japan, for cultural communication as it leads to a wider perspective of life.

Lesotho
H.E. Palesa Mosetse expressed her deep interest in our literacy rate project, especially because she is an
expert in the educational field. She introduced to us that the educational system of Lesotho has just changed
to becoming more outcome-based, and hopes that we can succeed in our project to help children for greater
opportunities.

Madagascar
H.E. Mrs. Mireille Rakotomalala expressed to us her support for our project and wished us to do our best at
succeeding for a good cause. She collected many copies of our booklet and promised us to share them with
other embassy representatives.



WFP
The director of the World Food Programme Tokyo Office, Ms. Naoe Yakiya expressed her support for our
project and network as a whole. She explained to us her belief that solving hunger and poverty is the first step
towards solving any worldly issue, including those regarding health, environment, and society (such as
radicalism and economic shocks).

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Mr. Yuko Yasunaga, Head of the Tokyo Office (Investment and Technology Promotion Office (IPTO))
commented that he was pleased to hear about our project as an initiative for helping the global community.
He advised us that whilst a top-down approach is important for quick decision making and for reaching a
wider audience, people involved in the grass-root activities are equally as important. Grass-root members
would include teachers and advisors who would actually participate in the lessons themselves. He suggested
that we connect with and hear from young and senior volunteers who are experienced in such activities, from
organizations such as JICA.

Zambia
H.E. Mrs. Ndiyoi M. Mutiti expressed to us her wishes for us to succeed in our project, and agreed with us on
the importance for education and its global focus.



UNICEF Tokyo Office Director
Mr. Yasumasa Kimura wished us success in our project and its endeavors. He expressed his support for our
objective in helping children in need, and emphasized his belief that education is the key important factor to
widening opportunities for the young generation.

Sudan
H.E. Mr. Yasir Abdalla Abdelsalam Ahmed believes that the literacy rate is a very important factor for
peacekeeping, and for the development of an economy. H.E. Mr. Ahmed explained that there are many
children who are eager to study but don't have enough facilities. For instance, he explained that children who
do not have adequate access to paper utilize it very thoroughly by writing on every open space, even on the
edges.

Embassy of the Republic of The Union of Myanmar Ambassador,
His Excellency Mr. Thurain Thant Zin  kindly expressed his support for our project and its objective for
giving children the opportunity for education.



Bosnia & Herzegovina
The Ambassador, His Excellency Dr. Sinisa Berjan, expressed his appreciation and aspirations for our
literacy program. He noted that global education is especially important for all citizens to keep pace with the
world, and for resources and opportunities to be more equally distributed. H.E. Mr. Berjan hopes that we can
enlarge the positive effects of globalization, including the benefits that come from interconnecting
information, cultures, and economies.

Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Ms. Harumi Kodama, Representative of the Asian Development Bank noted that there are many things that
we take for granted that is not available for many children in the world. She highlighted such things include
peace and education.

Jordan
The Ambassador of Jordan, Her Excellency Ms. Lina Annab, noted the importance of education for preparing
today's generation for tomorrow's challenges. She noted that our project is promising for the children's
individual lives and the global society as a whole.



Tajikistan
The Ambassador of Tajikistan, His Excellency Mr. Mirzosharif Jalolov expressed his impressions on our
project. He stated that he believes our project is a noble initiative, and that it is something that can help a
variety of people including refugees and the elderly populations. He noted that situations are different for
each country with its own rules and mentalities so there exists the challenge of gaining knowledge as well as
support from the government.

The Director of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Mr. Yuji Okuma, explained to us the
importance of communication for building peace. In Japan, Mr. Okuma notices that many people believe
peace and literacy is "normal". He explained that it is important for the elites and the educated to help bring
opportunities to everyone.

IMF
The Director of the International Monetary Fund, Mr. Chikahisa Sumi, expressed his appreciation for
students in being keen on learning about international organizations and global issues. He commented that he
is impressed by the strong devotion of our literacy program for children in developing countries.



India
The Ambassador of India, His Excellency Mr. Sanjay Kumar Verma, commented that peace and harmony are
important extensions of tolerance that the world must appreciate. H.E. Mr. Verma believes that our initiative
can help various societies to achieve harmony and education, which are two values close to India.

Angola
The Ambassador of Angola, His Excellency Mr. Rui Orlando Xavier, commented that there are still many
schools that do not have adequate materials for an educational environment, such as the lack of tables. H.E.
Mr. Xavier expressed his hopes for children in developing regions of the world to get more equal
opportunities, through international cooperation. He sincerely wishes for harmony and the best conditions for
all people.

Benin
The Ambassador of Benin, His Excellency Mr. Adechoubou, expressed to us his support for our literacy
program. He mentioned that education is very important for building the futures of the young generation.



Diplomatic Archives
The Director of the Diplomatic Archives, Ms. Kayoko Fukushima, expressed her support for our project and
peace-building. She noted that peace must be built within our minds, and that people of different backgrounds
must communicate and outreach, so they can share mutual respect and trust.

Kenya
Upon the presentation of our project, the Ambassador of Kenya, His Excellency Mr. Solomon Karanja
Maina, expressed his support for our project and suggested that education is especially important for
exposing the youth to worldly matters. He noted that peace comes from knowing and appreciating other
cultures and societies.

Iraq
The Ambassador of Iraq, His Excellency Mr. Khalil Al-Mosawi, expressed his hopes for the success of our
literacy program. H.E. Mr. Al-Mosawi noted that countries and their people should form friendships that go
beyond economic interests, in order to build peace and stability and to avoid the terrors of war.



Argentina
The Ambassador of Argentina, His Excellency Mr. Alan Claudio Beraud, noted that education is a very
important element for peace. He explained that children are the root of society, so they must be educated in a
way that naturally prepares them to build a peaceful and open world. H.E. Mr. Beraud showed his deep
interest in our project and offered help in building educational programs in Spanish as well as English.

Cambodia
The Ambassador of Cambodia, His Excellency Mr. Ung Rachana, supported our project and noted that to
build peace, knowledge, and understanding between nations and clutures, we must start with initiatives like
this program. He explained that it is especially important for people to build relationships a personal levels,
so that individuals can connect without prejudices.

Uruguay
The Ambassador of Uruguay, His Excellency Mr. Cesar Ferrer, expressed his high hopes for our literacy rate
project. H.E. Mr. Ferrer believes that education is the most important tool for an egalitarian society. He
explained his views on education being the foundation that leads to more equal opportunities for all citizens.



Kuwait
The Ambassador of Kuwait, His Excellency Mr. Hasan Mohammad Zaman showed interest in our initiative
to increase the literacy rate in developing areas. H.E. Mr. Zaman hopes that through the initiatives to increase
peaceful mentalities, countries can deepen mutual trust which can lead to fixing global issues in a peaceful
manner. H.E. Mr. Zaman emphasized that education is very important in building such mentality and that it
has a great effect on the lifestyles of people. This is exemplified by how the Japanese learnt to live in peace
after the war.



The Japanese general population has been able to read, write, and calculate
from the 8th century. Literacy is a strong part of Japanese tradition, so we
aspire to spread this value of education for the betterment of world peace

and a sustainable world. We are working as backstage organizers (Kuroko)
to realize this project of helping children across the globe learn their own

official languages.
私たち日本人は読み書き計算を8世紀のころから学んできました。この伝統的な
力を世界平和の為、そしてエコ社会が実現できるよう広めていきたいと思いま
す。私たちは黒子として頑張ります。決して日本語を押し付けるのではなくその

国々の公用語を皆が学べるお手伝いをしたいと考えています。
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